Ministry of Home Affairs

Sub: Floods in Assam and Bihar  - Status Report [as on 12th July 2004]
Assam:

1.
 Government of Assam have informed that 25 out of 27 districts are reported to be affected by high floods and landslides.  Bramhputra is flowing over danger mark at many places with rising trend.  

2.
 State Govt. has reported 26 breaches of embankments between the 6th to 11th of July. Heavy and incessant rains in Arunachal Pradesh, Khashi and Jaintial Hill, Naga Hills, Bhutan and also due to breaching of the barrier caused by landslide which had resulted in artificial lake formation in Bhutan.   

3.
 Road communication with rest of the country has been disrupted due to submergence of NH 37, NH 31 and NH 52.  

4.
Rail communication is continuing only via Goalpara in Southern Assam.  

5.
The damage reported is as follows:

-
13 persons have lost their lives as reported by the State Govt.  

-
2794 villages have been affected

- 
Crop area of 4 lakh hectares is affected.  

-
More than 15000 houses have been washed away 

-
4 lakh houses have been damaged

-
vital installations, telephone lines, educational institutions and other Government institutions, electricity substations are badly damage

6.
The State Govt. had requested for 7 helicopters. The helicopters have been made available to the State Govt.  These helicopters have been positioned at Guwahati, Tejpur, Dibrugarh, Jorhat and Silcher as requested by the State Government

7.      Assistance is being provided by the Army for relief and rescue operations as follows: 

·  3 composite flood relief columns are providing assistance in Nalbari with 6 BAUTs

· 6 composite flood relief columns are providing assistance in Kamrup district with 7 BAUTs.

· 1 composite flood relief column is operating in Darrang district with 4 BAUTs.

· 1 composite flood relief column is operating in Sonitpur with 6 BAUTs.

· 1 composite flood relief column is on standby in Kokrajar district.

Ministry of Defence have been requested to provide 25 more numbers of BAUTs to the Government of Assam

8.       22 HF and 44 VHF sets have been made available to the Govt. of Assam for communication

9. Adequate quantity of foodgrains is available with FCI in Assam. Two rakes are waiting for unloading at site because FCI does not have any godown space. This is because there has been no/very little lifting by the State under SGRY and other programmes. The Resident Commissioner, Assam was requested to expedite the lifting so that godown space is available for the FCI with unloading the rakes.

10. The State Government was again requested to nominate a nodal officer to advise the Chief of Movement of the Railways  regarding the priority to be given for the movement of rakes.

11. Joint Secretary, Deptt of Food and Public Distribution  has confirmed that there are sufficient stocks of foodgrains available with the North-eastern States including Mizoram, Manipur, Nagaland and Tripura

12. Ministry of Railways has been advised to indicate a timetable for restoration of railway lines to the north of Bramhaputra.

13. Ministry of Petroleum have advised that they have already released four lakh litres of K Oil as additional allocation to the State of Assam.

14. -Ministry of Health has been requested to provide 50 lakhs of halogen tablets.  Ministry of Health has also been requested to send a specialist team to flood affected areas in Assam to advise the State Govt. on actions to be taken to prevent any outbreak of epidemic situation in Assam. 

15. Ministry of Finance has been advised to release their pending first installment of CRF of Central share for the year 2004-05 amounting to Rs. 46.26 crores.  The amount has been released today

16. In view of the request of the Chief Minister of Assam for assistance from National Calamity Contingency Fund (NCCF),  the Ministry of Finance has been advised to release Rs. 55 crores to the Govt. of Assam from NCCF on ad hoc basis. 

Bihar

17.
On account of massive and unprecedented floods in Darbhanga, Madhubani, Sitamarhi, Sheohar and East Champaran Districts of Northern Bihar, about 16 lakhs families are affected.  State Govt. is carrying out rescue and relief operations. 

18. 
The damage reported is as follows: 

- 

number of districts affected: nine

-

number of villages affected: 1239

-

population affected: 16.962 lakhs

-

flood affected area: 1.229 lakh hect

-

crop damaged: 0.947 lakh hect

-

number of houses damaged: 
819

-

number of human lives lost: 25

-

number of boats deployed: 
325

-

readymade food distributed:
1132.75 qtls 

19.         Six flood relief columns are present in Bihar as on 12 July 2004. Their deployment is as follows:

2 X columns deployed and carrying out rescue and relief operations in Sitamarhi and Muzaffarpur districts

2 X columns airlifted from Gwalior and enroute to Darbhanga by road under difficult conditions; will be effective by morning of 13th July 2004

2 X columns airlifted from Agra and being grouped into small teams for speedy induction by helicopters to the affected areas in Darbhanga and Madhubani districts on 13th July 2004

20. Three MI-8 and one Chetak helicopter were available to the State today. An additional two MI-8 and two Chetak helicopters will be made available to the State tomorrow—making  the total number of helicopters available to the State to 8—5 MI-8/MI-17 and 3 Chetak helicopters.

21.
Adequate stocks of foodgrains is available with FCI in Bihar. 

22.
Three hundred tents are being moved from Orissa and two hundred tents are being made available by the Government of Gujarat to the State to meet the requirement of shelter. CPMF and Ministry of Defence have also been requested to indicate the number of tents which they can spare from their stocks. 

23.
State Govts of Maharashtra and Gujarat have been advised to assist the Bihar State in procurement of polythene sheets.

24.
Ministry of Petroleum has been requested to provide an additional allocation of 4 lakh litres of K Oil to Bihar

25.
Ministry of Health has been requested to provide 50 lakhs halogen tablets. Ministry of Health have also been requested to depute a specialist team to Bihar immediately to assess the situation and advise the State Govt on actions to be taken to prevent outbreak of epidemic in the flood affected areas.

26.
Three satellite phones and onsite emergency coordination kits are being provided to the Govt. of Bihar by MHA.

27.
Deptt. of Animal Husbandry and Dairying have been advised to assist the Govt. of Bihar in the procurement of fodder.  Railways will provide rakes for movement of fodder. 

28.
Deptt. of Animal Husbandry and Dairying have also been requested to provide 5 lakh units each of HS/BQ/FMD vaccine for cattle.  

29.
Ministry of Finance have been advised to release the pending first installment of CRF of Central share for the year 2004-05  amounting to Rs. 30.525 crores.  The amount has been released today.
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